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Promising approaches audit tool
Secondary school leaders

This tool can be used to examine your school’s approaches for engaging with families to support student learning.  It is 
designed around the ‘promising approaches’; the approaches for engaging with families that research evidence shows 
can have a measurable positive effect on student learning outcomes. 

This tool can be paired with AERO’s Family engagement implementation checklist – secondary school leaders, to help 
plan the implementation of your school’s approaches for engaging with families to support student learning.

It is suggested schools undertake this exercise each year, to contribute to the development of school improvement, 
strategic or annual improvement planning. Schools may even wish to complete this tool more frequently for tracking 
purposes, such as checking progress in specific promising approach areas.

Using this tool
Tick one of three boxes for each promising approach, to help determine where your school is positioned: 

•	 Establishing – our school is in the early days of doing this
•	 Extending – our school is part of the way to doing this
•	 Enhancing – our school has accomplished a great deal of this and is building on its success to date. 

Example:

 
School leaders can use this exercise to consider which promising approach areas require the most attention. 

Remember, engaging with families to support students’ learning is never finished – each new year brings a new cohort of 
families, students and even educators, into a school community; additionally, students’ learning needs change as they age, 
and family engagement for learning will need to adapt to these changes. 

Family engagement  
for learning
Planning tool 

This tool was created by the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY)  
for the Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO).
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Collaboratively planning and problem-solving with 
families (continued) Establishing Extending Enhancing

At this school we promote collaborative planning approaches, by: 

d) ensuring there are systems in place for encouraging two-way
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