
For school teachers

Lesson plan – Year 6 English
Unit 2, Lesson 1: To identify features of a biography

This lesson plan was developed by Ochre Education and English teacher Melissa Garstang-Leary. 
It outlines her approach to teaching a Year 6 English lesson on identifying the features of a biography.
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Definitions

Learning objectives
Clear and easy to understand statements about what students are expected to be able to know, do and/or 
understand by the end of a period of instruction (not to be confused with the instructional tasks), and at what 
level this learning is to take place.

Success criteria
A clear statement about the measure that will be used to prove whether, and how well, a student has met the 
learning objectives by the end of a period of instruction. Success criteria are observable actions that a student 
can perform to demonstrate their understanding of the learning objectives. It is important that these elements 
are observable – avoid using phrases like ‘students will understand that…’ as we can’t observe understanding. 
Instead, the criteria could be ‘students will write, say, make or do something that indicates understanding’.

Tasks
Activities undertaken by students as part of the learning process. Carefully designed tasks can also assist 
students in mastering new knowledge or skills. Scaffolds and worked examples might be used to assist students 
with some tasks. Teachers can monitor their students’ ability to complete tasks as part of a formative assessment 
approach to help determine whether students have demonstrated the success criteria.
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Subject English: Inspirational figures – biographical writing
Year level/Stage 6

Lesson background Learning objectives Success criteria Misconceptions



Lesson stage* Tasks

What are the specific classroom or instructional activities that you and your students will use in each stage?

Monitoring 
student learning** 

Review of previous learning

How will you ensure that 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenDV7giqUVUMsC8PaBQsDbWWNyVQ77pdGfNeY7LNVa4C-6yw/viewform




Lesson stage Tasks

What are the specific classroom or instructional activities that you and your students will use in each stage?

Monitoring 
student learning

(Continued)

How will you communicate 
the learning objectives 
to students?

How will you break down your 
content into sequential steps 
to avoid overloading your 
students’ working memory?

How will you model 
the learning to support 
student understanding?

Independent:

Students apply their knowledge of the technical terms explained (biography, purpose and 
audience) to create a definition that captures their understanding of what is a biography.*** 
Scaffold learning by providing an outline of prompts to consider when writing their definition.

Pair/small groups:

For students who require additional support, work in a small group and verbally model an 



Lesson stage Tasks

What are the specific classroom or instructional activities that you and your students will use in each stage?

Monitoring 
student learning

Guided practice (‘We do’) – features of a biography

What worked examples 
will you provide students?

What scaffolds and 
instructional supports will 
you introduce, and how 
will students use these?

How will students work 
together to progress their 
skills and understanding?

Whole class:

1. The main scaffold used in this class is the modelled example of a draft biography on the life 
of Faith Bandler.*



Lesson stage Tasks

What are the specific classroom or instructional activities that you and your students will use in each stage?

Monitoring 
student learning

Independent practice (‘You do’) – features of a biography

How will students display that 
they have mastered the skills 
and content?

How will you work with students 
to provide support and to gain 
insight into their learning?

Individual:

Students identify and record the key features of a biography (text structure and subject matter).

Small groups:

For students who need more guided practice, gather them in a small group and work 
through one more example to clarify misconceptions before they work independently. 

Whole class or pairs:

Students share their understanding of each feature by identifying and describing them 
to a peer or the whole class. The teacher monitors learning and provides feedback.*

What formative 
assessment will 
you gather to 
provide feedback 
to your students?

* Feedback should always be timely and specific. In this case, as students 
are sharing, it provides me with an opportunity to give prompt feedback 
and check for understanding. I might ask further questions to extend and 
challenge students. This questioning enables the student to articulate 
their thinking using reasoning. It also allows me to clarify misconceptions 
and mistakes before progressing to the next stage of learning.
The feedback you provide to each student should be actionable and 
identify what was learned well and describe what still needs to be learnt.
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Lesson stage Tasks

What are the specific classroom or instructional activities that you and your students will use in each stage?

Monitoring 
student learning

Lesson summary

How will you show students 
how far they have come in 
the lesson?

How will you review 
their learning?

How will you help students 
reflect on, or summarise 
the most important parts 
of their learning?

Whole class:

Review the learning objective. Students reflect on their learning by using the success criteria to 
self-assess how successful they were at demonstrating the understanding, knowledge and skills 
from the lesson.*

Independent:

Students complete the 
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