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3. Coordinating conjunctions

A coordinating conjunction is a word that is used to join 2 or more
words or word groups. Some coordinating conjunctions are: for, and,
nor, but, or and yet (the acronym FANBQY is one way of remembering
the coordinating conjunctions). You can also use then and so.

The coordinating conjunction ensures that both of the independent
clauses are equal in emphasis.

The most commonly used coordinating conjunctions are and, or,
and but. Here are some examples:

Earth is an ellipsoid, and it has a circumference of about 40,000 km.
We could go to mini golf, or you could go home.

| like going to the beach, but sometimes it rains.

4. Using semicolons

A more sophisticated approach to joining 2 independent clauses

is to use a semicolon (;). The semicolon replaces the coordinating
conjunction, and the result is a more precise and succinct sentence.
Here are examples:

Earth is an ellipsoid; it has a circumference of about 40,000 km.
| love to run through the forest; my brother often joins me.

He was an eccentric pianist; music was his passion.

4]1. Adverbs acting as conjunctions

Joining 2 independent clauses can sometimes appear abrupt.

A way to address this situation is to use an adverb to ease the
connection between the 2 independent clauses. This means that
the adverb now identifies as a conjunction; however, there are a
few punctuation rules attached.

* The adverb can only be used immediately after the semi-colon
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5. Common problems with compound sentences

Sometimes it’s difficult to see where to punctuate compound sentences,
particularly in a semicolon compound sentence. It becomes tempting to
exclusively use commas, particularly when it comes to adverbs such as
‘however’. Here are some common mistakes:

We worked hard on our English assessment, finally it was finished.

Incorrect — this is a run-on sentence.

We worked hard on our English assessment; finally, it was finished.

Correct — after the semicolon there is an adverb, followed by
a.comma.

Zara slipped over on the icy path, unfortunately she broke her ankle.

Incorrect — this is a run-on sentence.

Zara slipped over on the icy path; unfortunately, she broke her ankle.

Correct — after the semicolon there is an adverb, followed by
a.comma.
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6. How can compound sentences improve
your writing?

Compound sentences present an opportunity to make your writing
more interesting and easier to follow. Mastering compound sentences
also allows you to explore more options than always using ‘and’ to
bring together 2 ideas. You can have greater control by getting to

the point and demonstrating detail in your writing.

It's important to highlight the function of compound sentences, when
discussing them with students. When students develop an independent
clause, encourage them to add some new information — it provides
more interest and information for the audience.

For example:

| like bikes. | like skateboards.
Try

| like bikes; however, my preference is skateboards.
Or

| will give you my decision tomorrow. | might tell you the next day.

Instead

| will give you my decision tomorrow or | might tell you the next day.
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9.2. Appendix B: Relevant Literacy Learning Progressions
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