


AERO’s MTSS decision tree covers 3 types of assessment: universal screening, diagnostic, and progress 





Table 1: Criteria for selecting an assessment tool (universal and diagnostic)

Consideration What to look for

What’s the student cohort 
of interest?

The assessment should be designed for students of the same age 
and grade as the population it will be used with. It’s also important 
to consider whether the test has been designed with Australian 
students and diverse populations in mind. A test that hasn’t been 
evaluated with students from culturally and linguistically diverse 
populations may over- or under-estimate student performance.

What’s the scope of 
the assessment?

Assessments may cover a broad range of reading skills (accuracy, 
rate, comprehension), or only assess one or 2 skills closely. They may 
evaluate concepts and knowledge ranging from early to advanced 
or target a narrow set of skills to pinpoint instructional needs and 
determine short-term response to intervention (e.g., Curriculum 
Based Measures). Selection of assessment should be based on a 
clear understanding of how the assessment has been designed 
and what it is (and isn’t) intended to measure.

Is the assessment reliable? It’s essential that the tool consistently yields accurate and stable results 
over time. The outcomes should not vary notably when administered 
by different people. A reliable tool minimises measurement error 
and provides educators with confidence in the data, enhancing the 
accuracy of screening decisions and subsequent interventions within 
the MTSS framework.

Is the assessment valid?




