


AERO’s ongoing consultations with First Nations individuals and communities have affirmed that building 
relationships that cultivate trust, engagement, confidence, respect and learning is central to understanding 
how First Nations students, their families and communities aspire to and experience educational success.
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Reflexivity offers a counter to the ‘problematisation’ of student culture and behaviour seen in earlier 
understanding of cultural responsiveness, where practices were used as interventions. Reflexivity positions 
the researcher, teacher or leader as the first site for careful examination and critical reflection, before 
action is taken that will affect students and community.
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