


How to use the Early Childhood Learning Trajectories







Cognitive flexibility

What might you see 
the child doing? Changes as child develops and grows

Shift their focus 
between different 
places, objects, people 
or experiences 

Notices new objects 
or people in their 
environment, and begins 
to shift their attention 
fully without reverting 
to a previous interest.

Copes with transitions 
between spaces or 
experiences with increasing 
confidence.

Readily switches 
experiences or tasks, and 
begins to deliberately 
prioritise between them 
and decide where to 
focus attention.

Adapts readily 
to expected and 
unexpected transitions, 
and develops 
strategies to master 
new environments 
or situations.

Sees situations from 
different perspectives 
and explores options 
for solving problems 
or achieving goals

Shows basic 
experimentation to solve 
problems or achieve goals.

Shows interest in alternative 
perspectives and 
possibilities, with support.

Experiments with different perspectives and 

problems o ives and 





https://www.edresearch.edu.au/guides-resources/practice-resources/social-and-emotional-learning-early-childhood-learning-trajectory
https://www.edresearch.edu.au/guides-resources/practice-resources/mathematical-thinking-early-childhood-learning-trajectory

